
Name _______________

If you go to a park on a windy day, you may see someone flying 
a kite. Kites can be a fun toy for kids to play with, but did you know 
that they were invented thousands of years ago in China?

The first kites were made from bamboo stems and silk. Kites have 
been used for measuring distances, sending messages, fishing and even 
doing science experiments. In 1752 Benjamin Franklin flew a kite in a 
storm and proved that lightning was electricity. 

Kites today are all different shapes and sizes. The smallest kite 
that flies is only 5 millimeters tall. That is smaller than the width of 
your finger! The longest kite is over 3,000 feet, which is more than 
half a mile long!

Kites

Design your own kite 
and draw it below. 
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Read the passage 3 times. 
Answer the questions below. Underline your evidence. 

Make an inference. 
Bamboo is a type of what?

plant     fish     candy
11

Where were kites invented?
_________________________
_________________________

What were the first kites made of?

_________________________
_________________________

How long is the longest kite?    
________________________
________________________

Circle words or phrases in the 
passage that gave you a clue. 



Name _______________

Kim and her family went to the beach for a summer vacation. Every day she 
played with a beach ball, looked for seashells, and splashed in the big waves. But her 
favorite thing to do was build sandcastles! 

One day she built a big sandcastle, with a moat around it and a flag on top. She 
was so proud of it. The next morning she went to find her sand castle, but it was gone! 
What could have happened to it? She was a little sad, but decided to just build another 
one. The next day when she looked, that sandcastle was gone too! Now she was getting 
upset. Who was ruining her sandcastles? She decided to find out for herself. 

She built one more sandcastle, then watched out the window of her beach house at 
night to see what happened. As she watched, she noticed the ocean water was getting 
closer and closer to her sandcastle. Pretty soon, the water reached the sandcastle and 
covered it up. “Oh!” thought Kim. “It wasn’t a person at all, it was just the tide!”
She laughed at herself and finally fell asleep. 

The Sandcastle Mystery

What are 2 things Kim did at the 
beach?_______________________

____________________________

What did Kim think happened to her 
sandcastles at first? ____________
____________________________

What was really happening to them?
____________________________

____________________________

Design and draw a sandcastle.  
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Read the passage 3 times. 
Answer the questions below. Underline your evidence. 

Make an inference. Why did Kim laugh at herself?
______________________________
______________________________

3

Circle words or phrases in the 
passage that gave you a clue. 



Name _______________
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Read the passage 3 times. 
Answer the questions on the next page. Underline your evidence. 

11

If you go to a park on a windy day, you may see someone 
flying a kite. Kites can be a fun toy for kids to play with, but did you know 
that they were invented thousands of years ago in China? The earliest 
written account of kite flying was around 200 B.C. when a Chinese 
general flew a kite over the walls of a city he was attacking. His troops 
were going to tunnel underground to sneak into the city, so the general 
used the kite to measure the distance they would have to travel to get 
inside, past the enemy’s defenses. With this information, they made it 
inside, surprising and defeating the enemy! 

The first kites were made from bamboo stems and silk, both of 
which are plentiful in China. The bamboo was used to make the 
framework. It is strong, but lightweight since it is hollow. Silk fabric was 
used to cover the framework, and thin threadlike pieces of silk were used 
for the flying line. 

Kites have been used for many purposes. Besides measuring 
distances, they also have been used to send messages, go fishing, and 
even do science experiments. In 1752, Benjamin Franklin flew a kite in a 
storm and proved that lightning was electricity. In 1822, a school teacher 
named George Pocock used a pair of kites to pull his carriage at speeds 
of up to 20 miles per hour!

Kites today come in all different shapes and sizes. The smallest kite 
that flies is only 5 millimeters tall. That is smaller than the width of your 
finger! The longest kite is over 3,000 feet, which is more than half a mile 
long!

Kites



Name _________________

Design your own kite. Draw it below. 
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Answer the questions below. Use crayons or colored pencils to underline your evidence in the passage.  

Make an inference. Bamboo is a type of 
what?

11

What did the Chinese general use a kite for?
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Why was bamboo a good choice for the framework of a kite?
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

What are 3 things kites have been used for?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What did Benjamin Franklin prove by using a kite?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

How long is the biggest kite?  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Circle words or phrases in the 
passage that gave you a clue. 

candy     fish       plant

Kites



Name _______________

©Lauren Thompson @ Mrs. Thompson’s Treasures

Read the passage 3 times. 
Answer the questions on the next page. Underline your evidence. 

3

Kim and her family went to the beach for a summer vacation. 
They rented a beach house that overlooked the ocean. Every day, she played 
with a beach ball, looked for seashells to add to her collection, and splashed 
in the big waves. But her favorite thing to do was build sandcastles! 

One afternoon, she built a big sandcastle with a moat around it and a 
flag on top. She even used some of her favorite seashells that she had 
found for decorations. She was so proud of it. She wanted to take a 
picture, but her camera was inside. She hustled inside to get it, but as soon 
as she walked in, her mom said it was time to clean up and go out to dinner. 
She decided she could take a picture of her sandcastle in the morning. 

The next morning after breakfast, Kim grabbed her camera and went 
to find her sandcastle, but it was gone! What could have happened to it? 
She was a little sad, but decided to build another one. She worked for 
several hours making a new sandcastle that was bigger and better than the 
first one. She grabbed the camera and realized the batteries were dead! 
Her dad said they could buy some new ones when they went to town that 
evening. 

The next day Kim was finally ready to take a picture, but when she 
went to the beach, the sandcastle was gone again! Now she was getting 
upset. Who was ruining her sandcastles? She decided to find out for herself. 

She built one more sandcastle, then watched out the window of her 
beach house that night to see what happened. As she watched, she noticed 
the ocean water was getting closer and closer to her sandcastle. Pretty 
soon, the water reached the sandcastle and covered it up. “Oh!” thought 
Kim. “It wasn’t a person at all, it was just the tide!” She laughed at herself 
and finally fell asleep. 

The Sandcastle Mystery



Name _________________

What is your favorite thing to 
do at the beach? 

____________

____________
____________
____________
____________
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Answer the questions below. Use crayons or colored pencils to underline your evidence in the passage.  

Make an inference. Why did Kim laugh at 
herself in the end?

3

What are two things Kim liked to do at the beach? 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Describe the first sandcastle that Kim built.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Why didn’t Kim get a picture of the second sandcastle?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What did Kim think happened to her sandcastles?   
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What was really happening to the sandcastles?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Circle words or phrases in the 
passage that gave you a clue. 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

The Sandcastle Mystery


